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Recycling: 

Your  Contribution 
To  A  Cleaner  Environment 


In  Illinois,  each  person  generates  11/3  tons  of 
solid  waste  each  year.  Did  you  know  that  you 
alone  generate  five  pounds  of  solid  waste  each 
day? 

Americans  produce  about  165  million  tons  of 
municipal  trash  each  year,  according  to  the 
National  Solid  Waste  Management  Association. 
This  figure  is  expected  to  increase  as  the  popula¬ 
tion  grows  and  per  capita  consumption  rises. 

In  Illinois,  fifteen  to  sixteen  million  tons  of 
waste  were  disposed  of  in  landfills  in  1987.  More 
than  90  percent  of  Illinois'  household  and  com¬ 
mercial  waste  is  compacted  and  transported  to 
landfills  for  disposal.  The  problem  Illinoisans  are 
facing  is  that  only  146  operating  landfills  remain 
in  the  state  compared  to  600  ten  years  ago. 

It  is  estimated  that  Illinois  has  five  years  of  re¬ 
maining  landfill  space  left  at  current  disposal 
rates.  Waste  disposal,  long  taken  for  granted  as  a 
community  servie,  is  becoming  a  pressing  envi¬ 
ronmental  and  economic  concern. 

Why  Not  Recycle?*  . . . 

Most  of  the  solid  waste  thrown  away  in  this 
state  can  be  recycled  and  reused,  composted  or 
oven  burned  for  energy  recovery.  Everyday  items 
such  as  glass,  aluminum  and  paper  can  and  may 
be  recycled  in  your  area.  Grass  clippings,  leaves 
and  tree  trimmings  are  yard  wastes  that  can  be 
composted  to  make  a  nutrient  supplement  for 
your  yard.  Using  just  these  two  alternatives  will 
drastically  reduce  the  amount  of  useful  materials 
that  are  now  ending  up  in  landfills. 

Recycling  preserves  the  environment  by 
reducing  reliance  on  "virgin"  materials.  A 
recycled  three  foot  stack  of  newspaper  saves  one 
tree  from  the  paper  mill. 

Recycling  is  also  an  energy  savor.  Glass 
manufacturers  can  have  energy  savings  of  25 
percent  and  save  raw  materials  by  using  recycled 
glass. 


Some  Illinois  communities  already  have 
instituted  curbside  recycling  programs  and  many 
others  are  considering  such  programs.  Public 
cooperation  is  vital  to  the  success  of  these  pro¬ 
grams.  Local  not-for-profit  organizations  and 
businesses  are  now  recycling  in  your  area. 

Industries  are  starting  in-house  paper  recycling 
programs  and  providing  drop  off  recycling  points 
for  their  employees.  Industries  can  also  utilize 
the  Illinois  Environmental  Protection  Agency's 
(lEPA)  Industrial  Materials  Exchange  Service  to 
recycle  wastes  that  might  otherwise  end  up  in 
landfills.  Last  year  over  $7  million  of  benefits 
were  derived  from  exchanges  by  businesses. 

Waste  Management  •••••••••••••••« 

The  Solid  Waste  Management  Act  of  1986  was 
created  to  not  only  solve  the  landfill  space  prob¬ 
lem  but  to  also  encourage  the  recovery  of  valu¬ 
able  commodities  which  are  not  going  to  landfills. 
The  act  established  a  state  policy  for  solid  waste 
management  by  providing  financial  and  technical 
assistance  programs,  as  well  as  funding  research, 
education  and  environmental  protection. 

The  act  promotes  the  following  waste  manage¬ 
ment  practices  in  priority  order 

waste  reduction 
’‘‘recycling  and  reuse 
’‘‘incineration  to  recover  energy 
’‘^incineration  to  reduce 
the  volume  of  solid  waste 
’‘^landfilling 


Three  Illinois  agencies  are  cooperating  to 
promote  the  goals  of  the  act. 

The  lEPA  is  responsible  for: 

-  providing  grants  to  local  governments  to 
develop  solid  waste  management  plans; 


-  providing  funds  to  local  governments 
to  inspect  and  enhance  enforcement 
activities  at  landfills; 

-  providing  an  annual  report  projecting 
statewide  landfill  capacity; 

-  operating  the  Industrial  Materials 
Exchange  Service,  co-sponsored  by  the 
Illinois  State  Chamber  of  Commerce; 

-  administering  the  surcharge  on  landfill 
disposal  fees  that  are  deposited  into  the 
Solid  Waste  Management  Fund  for 
statewide  support. 

The  Illinois  Department  of  Energy  and  Natural 
Resources  (ENR)  will  provide  assistance  to  local 
governments,  business  and  nonprofit  groups 
with: 

-  financial  assistance  for  innovative 
recycling  and  demonstration  projects 
in  waste  reduction  and  energy  recovery. 

ENR  will  also  provide  funding  for 
promoting  markets  for  secondary  materials 
and  energy  products; 

-  technical  assistance  by  evaluating  solid 
waste  disposal  technologies,  assessing 
landfilling  and  its  alternatives,  and 
researching  markets  for  recyclable 
materials  and  energy  products; 

-  educational  assistance  through  a 
clearinghouse  of  information  on 
markets,  solid  waste  data  and 
management  alternatives. 

ENR  is  also  establishing  pilot  programs  for 
state  government  to  purchase  recyled  paper  and 
to  recycle  high  grade  office  paper. 


The  University  of  Illinois  is  establishing  a 
program  to  coordinate  the  funding  of  applied  and 
basic  research  on  solid  waste  management  and 
related  issues. 

For  more  information  on  solid  waste  management 
please  contact: 

Illinois  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Office  of  Public  Information 
2200  Churchill  Road  P.O.  Box  19276 
Springfield,  IL  62794-9276 
217-782-5562 

Additional  information  can  also  be  obtained  from 
the  Illinois  Department  of  Energy  and  Natural 
Resources. 
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*1984  national  averages,  adapted  from  "Charac¬ 
terization  of  Municipal  Solid  Waste  in  the  United 
States,  1960  to  2000,"  Franklin  Associates  Ltd.  1986. 


